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 NEW FROM VERSO

A sparkling anthology of revolt and resistance to orthodoxy 

and repression

The Verso Book of 
Dissent
From Spartacus to the Shoe-Thrower 
of Baghdad

VERSO BOOKS

Across the ages and in every continent, people have struggled against 

those in power and raised their voices in protest—and this unrivalled 

compendium brings many of them together. From primitive communism in 

Ancient Greece and Persia, and the Hundred Schools of Thought in Ancient 

China, via the dissident poets and philosophers of Islam and Judaism, 

to Galileo, Spinoza, and Giordano Bruno in the Middle Ages, through 

to the makers of the Dutch and English revolutions in the sixteenth and 

seventeenth centuries, and then the activists and theorists of the French, 

American, Haitian, Russian, and Chinese revolutions: Olympe de Gouges, 

John Brown and Frederick Douglass, Toussaint L’Ouverture, Mandelstam, 

Lu Hsun, and many more. More recently, Eugene Debs, Joe Hill, the Chicago 

Martyrs, Bhagat Singh and Muntazer al-Zaidi have fought back against 

oppressive regimes. This anthology, global in scope, presents the voices of 

dissent through the ages: poems and songs, pamphlets and speeches, plays 

and manifestos. The Verso Book of Dissent will become an invaluable tool, 

reminding today’s citizens that these traditions will never die. 

VERSO BOOKS has been publishing leading, critical works of non-fi ction 

for forty years, including books by Theodor Adorno, Benedict Anderson, 

Judith Butler, Noam Chomsky, Mike Davis, Nancy Fraser, Eric Hobsbawm, 

Karl Marx, Edward Said, Jean-Paul Sartre, Rebecca Solnit and Slavoj Žižek.

“Anglo-America’s preeminent radical press.” Harper’s Magazine

“There is no doubt about the need for a radical publisher … 

Verso is the leader in this fi eld.” Publishers’ Weekly

“A rigorously intelligent publisher.” Sunday Times

September 2010

Politics

432 pages 
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 NEW FROM VERSO

Leading radical intellectual tackles the many controversial 

interpretations of Wagner’s work

October 2010

Philosophy/Music

224 pages

Translation rights: Verso 

(except France)

France: Éditions Nous

Five Lessons on Wagner
ALAIN BADIOU 

With an Afterword by SLAVOJ ŽIŽEK

Translated by Susan Spitzer

For over a century, Richard Wagner’s music has been the subject of intense 

debate among philosophers, many of whom have attacked its ideological—

some say racist and reactionary—underpinnings. In this major new work, 

Alain Badiou, radical philosopher and keen Wagner enthusiast, offers a 

detailed reading of the critical responses to the composer’s work, which 

include Adorno’s writings on the composer and Wagner’s recuperation 

by Nazism as well as more recent readings by Philippe Lacoue-Labarthe 

and others. Slavoj Žižek provides an afterword, and both philosophers 

make a passionate case for re-examining the relevance of Wagner to the 

contemporary world.

ALAIN BADIOU is the author of Being and Event, Logics of Worlds, Ethics, 

Metapolitics, Polemics, and The Communist Hypothesis. He teaches philosophy 

at the École Normale Supérieure.

Praise for Alain Badiou

“A fi gure like Plato or Hegel walks here among us!” Slavoj Žižek

“An heir to Jean-Paul Sartre and Louis Althusser.” New Statesman

“Shaking the foundations of Western liberal democracy.” 

Times Higher Education Supplement
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 NEW FROM VERSO

October 2010

Philosophy/Politics

224 pages

Translation rights: Verso 

(except France, Greece, and Spain)

France: Nouvelles Éditions Lignes

Korea: Greenbee Publishing              

Spain: Ediciones Paidós  

Turkey: Ayrinti Yayinlari      

The Idea of Communism
Edited by SLAVOJ ŽIŽEK and 
COSTAS DOUZINAS

Contributors Slavoj Žižek, Alain Badiou, Antonio Negri, Michael Hardt, 

Jacques Rancière, Terry Eagleton, Jean-Luc Nancy, Susan Buck-Morss, Bruno 

Bosteels, Peter Hallward, Alberto Toscano, Wang Hui and others took part in 

a landmark conference in London on the idea of communism in 2009. This 

volume brings together their discussions on the philosophical and political 

import of the communist idea, highlighting both its continuing signifi cance 

and the need to reconfi gure the concept within a world marked by havoc 

and crisis. 

SLAVOJ ŽIŽEK is a Slovenian philosopher and cultural critic. He is a 

professor at the European Graduate School, International Director of the 

Birkbeck Institute for the Humanities, University of London, and a senior 

researcher at the Institute of Sociology, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia.

COSTAS DOUZINAS is Professor of Law and Director of the Birkbeck 

Institute for the Humanities, University of London. He is the author 

of numerous works, including Human Rights and Empire, The End of 

Human Rights, and Law and the Image: The Authority of Art and the 

Aesthetics of Law.

“Separating the promise of communism from the disasters of the twentieth 

century is no easy task. But it feels necessary. Already we know that choices 

will have to be made and sides taken. Impending ecological disaster suggests 

that this could be our last chance to do so. If another world is possible, it 

will happen in action, not abstract theory. The fi rst choice is very simple: to 

begin.” Guardian

All-star cast of radical intellectuals discuss the continued 

importance of communism
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 NEW FROM VERSO

September 2010

Politics/Religion 

160 pages 

Translation rights: Verso 

(except Italy)

Italy: Malatempora Editrice        

Gay Popes and 
Homophobia
ANGELO QUATTROCCHI

Translated by Romy Clark Giuliani

Gay Popes and Homophobia is an irreverent history of homophobic 

and sexist obscurantism in the Holy Roman Church and an endoscopic 

examination of its greatest contemporary advocate, Pope Benedict XVI. 

In his inimitable style, Angelo Quattrocchi traces the evolution of Joseph 

Ratzinger’s life, beginning with the Pope’s childhood in Nazi Germany, his 

membership of the Hitler Youth in Bavaria and his conscription into the 

German anti-aircraft corps. His has been a startling career, a story that helps 

explain his development as a reactionary theologian and culminates in his 

carefully planned election to the papacy in 2005. Quattrocchi contrasts 

the Pope’s doctrinal rigidity on issues such as birth control, abortion, and 

homosexuality to his extravagant attire and his controversial relationship 

with his private secretary, Cardinal Georg Gänswein. Rigidity on all fronts.

Illustrated throughout and including Ratzinger’s key writings on 

homosexuality as an appendix, Gay Popes and Homophobia sheds new light 

on the Catholic Church’s sustained interference in contemporary politics 

and society and the hypocrisy of its pontiffs past and present.

Anarchist and poet, ANGELO QUATTROCCHI (1945–2009) reported from 

London, Paris and the US for Italian newspapers in the 1960s and 1970s and 

subsequently worked as a scriptwriter for the BBC, Channel 4, and Italian 

television. His books include The Beginning of the End: France, May 1968, 

What Happened, Why It Happened with Tom Nairn.

“Life has changed. The world has changed. But Angelo remains the same, 

a dissident who resists the depredations of an increasingly marketized 

culture.” Tariq Ali 

Provocative exploration of Pope Benedict XVI’s stance 

on homosexuality 
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 NEW FROM VERSO

September 2010

Politics

224 pages 

Leading commentators examine the Afghan debacle and its 

parallels with previous British and Soviet occupations

The Case for Withdrawal 
from Afghanistan
EDITED BY NICK TURSE

Known as the graveyard of empires, Afghanistan has now been singled out 

as Obama’s “just war,” the destination for an additional thirty thousand 

US troops in an effort to shore up an increasingly desperate occupation. 

Nick Turse brings together a range of leading analysts—including Andrew 

Bacevich, Anand Gopal, Chalmers Johnson and Ann Jones—to analyze 

America’s real motives and likely prospects. Through on-the-spot reporting, 

clear-headed analysis and historical comparisons with Afghanistan’s 

previous occupiers—Britain and the Soviet Union, who also argued that 

they were fi ghting a just and winnable war—The Case for Withdrawal from 

Afghanistan carefully examines the current US strategy and offers sobering 

conclusions. This timely and focused collection aims at the heart of Obama’s 

foreign policy and shows why it is so unlikely to succeed.

NICK TURSE is an award-winning journalist, historian, essayist, and the 

associate editor of the Nation Institute’s Tomdispatch.com.  He is the author 

of The Complex: How the Military Invades Our Everyday Lives and has 

written for the Los Angeles Times, San Francisco Chronicle, Nation, Le Monde 

Diplomatique, In These Times and Village Voice. 

Praise for The Complex

“Fascinating, no matter where you place yourself on the ideological 

spectrum.” Wired

“Nick Turse has produced a brilliant exposé of the Pentagon’s pervasive 

infl uence in our lives.” Chalmers Johnson

“A deeply disturbing audit of the Pentagon’s infl uence on American life.” 

Mike Davis

“Searing, investigative journalism ... The Complex is indispensable 

reading.” Dahr Jamail
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 NEW FROM VERSO

A devastating analysis of the fall of Aristide’s Haiti

NEW UPDATED EDITION

Damming the Flood
Haiti, Aristide and the Politics of 
Containment
PETER HALLWARD
Formerly the most lucrative European colony in the Caribbean, Haiti has 

long been one of the most divided and impoverished countries in the 

world—a fact made clear by the disastrous effects of the earthquake in 

January 2010, which triggered another US military operation. 

Damming the Flood analyzes the American and French role in the violent 

overthrow of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide in 2004. The suppression of 

the remarkable popular mobilization known as Lavalas, or “the fl ood,” was 

perhaps the most successful act of imperial sabotage since the end of the Cold 

War. Updated with a new afterword that covers the international response 

to the earthquake, Damming the Flood is both an invaluable history of Haiti 

and a crucial account of America’s twenty-fi rst century imperialism. 

PETER HALLWARD is Professor of Modern European Philosophy at 

Middlesex University in the UK. He is the author of Absolutely Postcolonial, 

Badiou: A Subject to Truth, and Out of this World: Deleuze and the Philosophy 

of Creation.

“This riveting and deeply-informed account should be carefully read by 

those who recognize that Haiti’s tragic history is a microcosm of imperial 

savagery and heroic resistance  —resistance which, as Hallward argues, 

will continue to shape Haiti’s political future if its people are granted the 

opportunity to take their fate into their own hands.” Noam Chomsky

September 2010

History

512 pages

Previous edition: 2007
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 NEW FROM VERSO

October 2010

Education/Politics

320 pages

Riveting report on the overblown fear of violence that turns 

American schools into prisons and students into suspects

Lockdown High
When the Schoolhouse Becomes a 
Jailhouse

ANNETTE FUENTES

Since the shootings at Columbine High School a decade ago, hysteria has 

distorted the media’s coverage of school violence. This climate of fear has 

created ripe conditions for the imposition of unprecedented restrictions 

on young people’s rights, dignity and educational freedoms. In what many 

call the school-to-prison pipeline, the policing and practices of the juvenile 

justice system increasingly infi ltrate the schoolhouse. The resultant “Zero 

tolerance” measures push the most vulnerable and academically needy 

students out of the classroom and into harm’s way. Investigative reporter 

Annette Fuentes visits schools across America and fi nds metal detectors and 

drug tests for aspirin, police profi ling of students with no records, arbitrary 

expulsions, teachers carrying guns, increased policing and all-seeing 

electronic surveillance. She also reveals the many industries and “experts” 

who have vested interests in perpetuating the Lockdown High model. Her 

moving stories will astonish and anger readers, as she makes the case that the 

public schools of the twenty-fi rst century refl ect a society with an unhealthy 

fi xation on crime, security and violence.

ANNETTE FUENTES, managing editor of New America Media in San 

Francisco, is a member of the board of contributors to USA Today’s 

opinion pages. She has written for the New York Times, Nation, Village Voice, 

Progressive, and In These Times. She lives in El Cerrito, California. 

“Lockdown High is a wake up call for Americans who care about how 

schools treat children and young people ... This book is a must read for 

school boards, school administrators and parents.” Rodney Skager

“Fuentes’ style is smart and accessible, her material both revelatory and 

relevant—it’s not only parents who will stay up late reading Lockdown 

High, but anyone interested in where we are headed.” Nell Bernstein
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 NEW FROM VERSO

October 2010 

History

448 pages

The American Crucible
Slavery, Emancipation and Human 
Rights

ROBIN BLACKBURN

The acclaimed historian of slavery Robin Blackburn presents a novel 

interpretation of slavery and emancipation in the Americas, tracing the 

importance of the “peculiar institution” to the “Rise of the West” as well as 

to the discourse of human rights that looms large in local and global politics 

today. 

Arguing that watershed events––led or defi ned by key fi gures such as 

Thomas Paine, Toussaint L’Ouverture, Louis Pierrot, Thomas Clarkson, 

Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln and Antonio Bento––played a pivotal 

role not only in the emergence of abolitionist ideas but also in shaping the 

West, The American Crucible provides a thorough, engaging account of the 

oppressive regimes of the New World. Blackburn shows how the history of 

slavery and the movements of opposition helped to forge the political and 

social ideals we live by today. 

ROBIN BLACKBURN teaches at the New School in New York and the 

University of Essex in the UK. He is the author of many books, including 

The Making of New World Slavery, Age Shock and Banking on Death.

A landmark history of the rise, abolition, and legacy of slavery 

in the New World
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ALSO AVAILABLE BY ROBIN BLACKBURN

NEW EDITION

The Overthrow of Colonial 
Slavery
1776–1848

ROBIN BLACKBURN

 “The fi rst historian since Eric Williams to present a comprehensive interpretation. 

But Blackburn, profi ting from and admirably synthesising the vast scholarship 

produced since Capitalism and Slavery (1944), is far less rigid and doctrinaire, 

much more attuned to the workings of politics. Unlike Williams, he includes slavery 

throughout the Western hemisphere.” David Brion Vavis, New York Review of Books

 “A challenge to those who fondly suppose that slavery declined as ideas of Western 

‘enlightenment’ spread … Blackburn deserves praise for undermining complacency 

about the past—and the present.” Christopher Hitchens, New York Newsday 

“An incisive synthesis of developments in North America, the Caribbean and Latin 

America. Blackburn’s book is bold and original.” Richard Dunn, Times Literary Supplement

“Blackburn’s highly intelligent and well-written book is a substantial contribution. 

In this story the central event is the French Revolution.” Victor Kiernen, London 

Review of Books

 NEW EDITION

The Making of New World 
Slavery
From the Baroque to the Modern, 1492–1800

ROBIN BLACKBURN

Robin Blackburn traces European doctrines of race and slavery from medieval times 

to the early modern epoch. The Making of New World Slavery argues that independent 

commerce, geared to burgeoning consumer markets, was the driving force behind the 

rise of plantation slavery and shows that the surge of Atlantic trade, predicated on the 

murderous toil of the plantations, made a decisive contribution to both the Industrial 

Revolution and the rise of the West.

“A magnifi cent work of contemporary scholarship.” Eric Foner, The Nation

“An exhaustive, powerfully written and compelling book.” Anthony Pagden, 

Times Literary Supplement

July 2010

History

602 pages 

Previous edition: 1998

Brazil: Editora Record        

March 2011

History

560 pages

Previous edition: 1988

Brazil: Editora Record        
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 NEW FROM VERSO

Who Is Rigoberta 
Menchú? 
GREG GRANDIN

In 1984, Nobel Peace Prize–winner and indigenous rights activist Rigoberta 

Menchú published her autobiographical account of life in Guatemala under 

a military dictatorship to great acclaim. The book rapidly transformed 

the study and understanding of modern Guatemalan history. Since then, 

her memoir has increasingly become a target for rightwing historians and 

commentators seeking to discredit Menchú’s account and to deny the 

genocide carried out by the Guatemalan military regime with US support. 

Greg Grandin, in this crucial accompaniment to Menchú’s work, takes on 

her critics to set the story straight. He investigates the historical context 

and political realities that underlie Menchú’s past and the ongoing debate 

surrounding it, in this substantial new work on Guatemalan history.

GREG GRANDIN is the author of Empire’s Workshop, The Last Colonial 

Massacre, and the award-winning The Blood of Guatemala. A professor of 

history at New York University and a Guggenheim fellow, Grandin has served 

on the United Nations Truth Commission investigating the Guatemalan 

Civil War and has written for the Los Angeles Times, Nation, New Statesman, 

and New York Times. Grandin’s latest work, Fordlandia, was a 2009 National 

Book Awards fi nalist.

Praise for Fordlandia

“Haunting … Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness resonates through 

every page of this book.” New York Times Book Review

“Fordlandia is … a genuinely readable history recounted with a novelist’s 

sense of pace and an eye for character. It’s a signifi cant contribution to 

our understanding of ourselves and engrossingly enjoyable.” Timothy 

Rutten, Los Angeles Times

November 2010

History

224 pages 

Leading radical historian investigates the accusations made 

against the author of bestselling memoir I, Rigoberta Menchú
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 NEW FROM VERSO

November 2010

Politics

176 pages 

Short, sharp, irreverent rejoinder to right-wing red-baiting

The “S” Word
A Short History of an American 
Tradition … Socialism

JOHN NICHOLS

Campaigning against Barack Obama in 2008, Sarah Palin warned, “Now 

is no time to experiment with socialism,” while Missouri congressmember 

Todd Akin told a McCain rally, “This campaign is about one thing. It’s a 

referendum on socialism.” One of the most popular ongoing features 

on Glenn Beck’s daily radio program is called “America’s March to 

Socialism.” John Nichols, a leading political reporter in the US, here offers 

his unapologetic retort to the return of red-baiting in American political 

life—arguing that socialism has a long, proud American history. Tom Paine 

was enamoured of early socialists, Horace Greeley employed Karl Marx as 

a correspondent, and Helen Keller was an avowed socialist. Moreover, we 

owe many basic American institutions, like the Social Security system, to the 

ideas and efforts of American socialists. 

Recent polls show that Americans, especially young Americans, are more 

open to socialism and alternatives to capitalism than in decades. Indeed, as 

The New Yorker put it, “There hasn’t been so much talk of socialism in an 

American election since 1920, when Eugene Victor Debs, candidate of the 

Socialist Party, made his fi fth run for president from a cell in the Atlanta 

Federal Penitentiary.” This short, irreverent book gives Americans back a 

crucial part of their history and makes a forthright case for socialist ideas 

today.

JOHN NICHOLS is the Washington correspondent for The Nation 

magazine, a contributing writer for the Progressive and In These Times, and 

the associate editor of Madison, Wisconsin’s Capital Times. He’s the author 

of several books, including The Death and Life of American Journalism and 

The Genius of Impeachment. 

Praise for John Nichols

“Of all the giant slayers now afoot in the great American desert, 

John Nichols’s sword is the sharpest.” Gore Vidal
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 NEW FROM VERSO

October 2010

Politics/Economics

256 pages 

Previous edition: 2009

Arabic: All Prints Publishers

China: China Social Science Press   

Italy: Pearson Paravia Bruno Mondadori   

Korea: Hankyoreh Publishing   

Poland: Jagiellonian University Press          

NEW UPDATED EDITION

Meltdown
The End of the Age of Greed

PAUL MASON

• Award-winning journalist, recently shortlisted for an Emmy with BBC 

World News America

Meltdown is a gripping account of the fi nancial collapse that destroyed 

the West’s investment banks, brought the global economy to its knees, 

and undermined three decades of neoliberal orthodoxy. Covering the 

development of the crisis from the economic front line, Paul Mason explores 

the roots of the US and UK’s fi nancial hubris, documenting the real-world 

causes and consequences from the Ford factory, to Wall Street, to the City 

of London. In this fully updated new edition, he recounts how the credit 

crunch became a full-blown fi nancial crisis, and explores the impact of this 

development on capitalist ideology and politics.

PAUL MASON is the economics editor of the BBC’s fl agship current affairs 

program Newsnight and appears frequently on BBC World News America. 

He has covered globalization and social justice stories from locations around 

the world, including Latin America, Africa and China. His book Live Working, 

Die Fighting was longlisted for the Guardian First Book Award.

“A page-turning account … Mason is refreshingly clear-eyed––and 

angry.” Will Hutton, Guardian

“What people need is a reliable guide to the fi nancial crisis … 

Meltdown is the book they are looking for.” John Gray, New Statesman

“Excellent.” Evening Standard

“A lucid and sharply polemical account.” Oliver Kamm, The Times

Fully updated new edition of an acclaimed report on the 

global fi nancial crisis



13

 NEW FROM VERSO

November 2010

Media/Politics

176 pages

Translation rights: Verso 
(except France, Germany, Italy, and Spain)

France: La Fabrique Éditions      

A publishing luminary analyzes the crisis of the media and 

considers the alternatives

Words and Money
ANDRÉ SCHIFFRIN

Ten years after the publication of The Business of Books, his groundbreaking 

critique of conglomeration in the book industry, André Schiffrin turns his 

attention to the broader crisis in the media. Just as corporatization and 

the lowest-common-denominator pursuit of the bottom line have had a 

parlous effect on publishing, media consolidation has contributed to the 

ongoing demise of serious journalism in newspapers, magazines, serious 

broadcast news, and online journalism. Schiffrin compares the media crisis 

in the United States to the situation in Europe and across the globe, and he 

demonstrates how the American corporate model has extended its reach. 

But he also describes and considers a range of alternative policies culled 

from many countries that, if pursued, could help to save journalism and the 

media in the US. This is a superlative essay that will make everyone seriously 

interested in the media and publishing think again.

ANDRÉ SCHIFFRIN was, for thirty years, the publisher of Pantheon Books. 

In 1990 Schiffrin left Pantheon to found The New Press. He is the author of 

A Political Education as well as the recently published Dr. Seuss & Co. Go to 

War: The World War II Editorial Cartoons of America’s Leading Comic Artists. 

He divides his time between Paris and New York.

Praise for The Business of Books

“Newsworthy and important, eloquent, smart, thoughtful, and 

well-presented.” Nation

“An absorbing account of the revolution in publishing during the 

last decade.” Financial Times

 “A riveting chronicle of the rise and fall of the American reader.” 

Village Voice

“Forceful evidence that corporate insistence on higher profi ts has been 

cultural and business folly.” Business Week
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 NEW FROM VERSO

NEW IN PAPERBACK

Night Haunts
A Journey through the London Night

SUKHDEV SANDHU
Traditional depictions of London at night have imagined a lawless orgy of depravity 

and pestilence. But is Britain’s capital after dark now as bland and unthreatening as an 

evening in any new provincial town? Sukhdev Sandhu journeys across the city to fi nd out 

whether the London night really has been rendered insipid by street lighting and CCTV. 

Night Haunts seeks to reclaim the mystery and romance of the city—to revitalize the 

great myth of London for a new century.

SUKHDEV SANDHU is the author of, among other books, London Calling: How Black 

and Asian Writers Imagined a City. He lives in New York and London, and writes for the 

London Review of Books, Modern Painters and the TLS. He is the award-winning chief 

fi lm critic of the Daily Telegraph and Associate Professor of English literature at New 

York University.

“I would add Sandhu’s work to the likes of Lights Out for the Territory as offering 

some of the greatest insights we have into contemporary London.” Michael Moorcock, 

Daily Telegraph

November 2010

Travel

160 pages

12 b/w illustrations

Original hardback: 2007

Rebel Rank and File
Labor Militancy and Revolt From Below
During the Long 1970s

Edited by AARON BRENNER,
ROBERT BRENNER and CAL WINSLOW
Often considered irredeemably conservative, the US working class actually has a rich 

history of revolt. Rebel Rank and File uncovers the hidden story of insurgency from below 

against employers and union bureaucrats in the late 1960s and 1970s.

AARON BRENNER is President of Rank & File Enterprises, a fi nancial and labor research 

fi rm; ROBERT BRENNER is Director of the Center for Social Theory and Comparative 

History at UCLA and author of The Economics of Global Turbulence and The Boom 

and the Bubble; CAL WINSLOW is Director of the Mendocino Institute and Fellow in 

Environmental Politics, Institute of International Studies, UC Berkeley.

“This is an unusually high-quality effort, with an all-star cast of authors, which

should attract wide interest.” Nelson Lichtenstein, Professor of History at

University of California Santa Barbara

November 2010

Sociology/Labor

320 pages 
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 NEW FROM VERSO

A Guide to the New 
Ruins of Great Britain
OWEN HATHERLEY

New Labour came to power in 1997 amid much talk of regenerating the 

inner cities left to rot under successive Conservative governments. Over 

the next decade, urban environments became the laboratories of the new 

enterprise economy: of fi nance, property speculation, and the service 

industry. Now, with New Labour capsized, Owen Hatherley sets out to 

explore the wreckage––the architecture that epitomized an age of greed and 

selfi sh aspiration. From riverside apartment complexes, art galleries and 

amorphous interactive “centers” to shopping malls, call centers and factories 

turned into expensive lofts, Hatherley maps the derelict Britain of the 2010s, 

an emphatic expression of a failed politics.

OWEN HATHERLEY is the author of the acclaimed Militant Modernism, 

a defense of the modernist movement. He writes regularly on the political 

aesthetics of architecture, urbanism and popular culture for a variety 

of publications, including Building Design, Frieze, the Guardian and the 

New Statesman. He blogs on political aesthetics at nastybrutalistandshort.

blogspot.com.

Praise for Militant Modernism

“Hatherley’s exhilarating manifesto for a reborn socialist modernism 

is inspired by an admirable desire to reawaken our sense of the utopian 

imaginary.” Guardian

“Owen Hatherley’s Militant Modernism would be insanely ambitious if he 

hadn’t pulled off the seemingly impossible, compressed social, political and 

aesthetic analysis of modernist utopianism in a sizzling 160 pages. Mind-

blowing.” Helen DeWitt, New Statesman Books of the Year

“With svelte prose, agile wit, and alarming erudition, Owen Hatherley 

prizes open the prematurely closed case of early twentieth-century 

modernism.” Simon Reynolds, author of Rip It Up and Start Again

Darkly humorous architectural guide to the decrepit new 

Britain that neoliberalism built

October  2010

Politics/Architecture

256 pages

40 b/w illustrations 
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 NEW FROM VERSO

NEW IN PAPERBACK 

From Marxism to 
Post-Marxism? 
GÖRAN THERBORN

In this pithy and panoramic work—both stimulating for the specialist and accessible 

to the general reader—one of the world’s leading social theorists, Göran Therborn, 

traces the trajectory of Marxism in the twentieth century and anticipates its legacy for 

radical thought in the twenty-fi rst. 

GÖRAN THERBORN holds the Chair of Sociology at the University of Cambridge and 

is editor and author of Inequalities of the World, Asia and Europe in Globalization, and 

Between Sex and Power. 

“A fi nely tuned style of analysis and judgment.” Guardian

Brazil: Boitempo Editorial; Hungary: Eszmélet Alapitvany; Korea: Ghil Publishing; Turkey: 
Dipnot Yayinlari

November 2010

Philosophy/Politics

208 pages

Original hardback: 2008

               

NEW EDITION

The Cultural Front
The Laboring of American Culture in the 
Twentieth Century

MICHAEL DENNING
The Cultural Front charts the extraordinary upsurge of cultural activity and theory in 

America that began during the Great Depression and embraced Disney animators and 

proletarian novelists alike, alongside Orson Welles, Duke Ellington, John Dos Passos, 

C. L. R James and Billie Holiday. Spawned by the Popular Front of the Communist Party, 

it grew to encompass virtually every aspect of high and popular art in the US, instigating 

one of the most culturally exciting and rich periods in American history. 

MICHAEL DENNING teaches American Studies at Yale University. He is the author of 

Mechanic Accents, Cover Stories and Culture in the Age of Three Worlds.

“As fresh a synthesis of the distinctive culture of the 1930s and 1940s as you are likely 

to fi nd anywhere.” Times Literary Supplement 

“An immense achievement … the most important book yet written on American 

culture in the age of the CIO.” Journal of American History

November 2010

Cultural Studies

576 pages

Previous edition: 1998
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 NEW FROM VERSO

February 2011

Philosophy

176 pages 

Representing Capital
A Reading of Volume One

FREDRIC JAMESON

Representing Capital, Fredric Jameson’s fi rst book-length engagement 

with Marx’s magnum opus, is a unique work of scholarship that records 

the progression of Marx’s thought as if it were a musical score. The textual 

landscape that emerges is the setting for paradoxes and contradictions that 

struggle toward resolution, giving rise to new antinomies and a new forward 

movement. These immense segments overlap each other to combine and 

develop on new levels in the same way that capital itself does, stumbling 

against obstacles that it overcomes by progressive expansions, which are in 

themselves so many leaps into the unknown.

Marx’s fundamental concepts are not presented philosophically, or in social-

scientifi c terms, but rather as a series of fi gures produced by the development 

of the text. Jameson grasps Marx’s work as a representational problem and 

an experiment in constructing the fi gure or model of the inexpressible 

phenomenon that is capital.

FREDRIC JAMESON is the Distinguished Professor of Comparative 

Literature at Duke University and winner of the 2008 Holberg Prize. He is 

the author of many books, including Postmodernism, Or, The Cultural Logic 

of Late Capitalism, A Singular Modernity, The Modernist Papers, Archaeologies 

of the Future, The Ideologies of Theory and The Hegel Variations.

“Fredric Jameson is America’s leading Marxist critic. A prodigiously 

energetic thinker whose writings sweep majestically from Sophocles to 

science fi ction.” Terry Eagleton

Radical rereading of Marx’s central work by the prolifi c 

cultural theorist and philosopher
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ALSO AVAILABLE BY FREDRIC JAMESON

NEW IN PAPERBACK  

Valences of the Dialectic
FREDRIC JAMESON

After half a century exploring dialectical thought, renowned cultural critic Fredric 

Jameson presents a comprehensive study of a misunderstood yet vital strain in Western 

philosophy. The dialectic, the concept of the evolution of an idea through confl icts arising 

from its inherent contradictions, transformed two centuries of Western philosophy. To 

Hegel, who dominated nineteenth-century thought, it was a metaphysical system. In the 

works of Marx, the dialectic became a tool for materialist historical analysis. 

Jameson brings a theoretical scrutiny to bear on the questions that have arisen in the history 

of this philosophical tradition, contextualizing the debate in terms of commodifi cation 

and globalization, and with reference to thinkers such as Rousseau, Lukács, Heidegger, 

Sartre, Derrida, and Althusser. Through rigorous, erudite examination, Valences of the 

Dialectic charts a movement toward the innovation of a “spatial” dialectic. Jameson 

presents a new synthesis of thought that revitalizes dialectical thinking for the twenty-

fi rst century.

“A genuinely monumental work that I expect to be referring to for many years.” 

Mark Fisher, author of Capitalist Realism: Is There No Alternative?

November 2010

Philosophy

688 pages

Original hardback: 2009

China: China Social Science Press     

Korea: Ghil Publishing

 The Hegel Variations
On the Phenomenology of Spirit

FREDRIC JAMESON
In this major new study, the philosopher and cultural theorist Fredric Jameson offers a 

new reading of Hegel’s foundational text the Phenomenology of Spirit.

In contrast to those who see the Phenomenology as a closed system ending with Absolute 

Spirit, Jameson’s reading presents an open work in which Hegel has not yet reconstituted 

himself in terms of a systematic philosophy (Hegelianism) and in which the moments of 

the dialectic and its levels have not yet been formalized. Hegel’s text executes a dazzling 

variety of changes on conceptual relationships, in terms which are never allowed to freeze 

over and become reifi ed in purely philosophical named concepts. The ending, on the 

aftermath of the French Revolution, is interpreted by Jameson, contra Fukuyama’s “end 

of history,” as a provisional stalemate between the political and the social, which is here 

extrapolated to our own time.

May 2010

Philosophy

176 pages



19

ALSO AVAILABLE BY FREDRIC JAMESON 

Fables of
Aggression 
Wyndham Lewis, the
Modernist as Fascist

2008 New edition 

“Jameson’s little book on
Wyndham Lewis is an important work, as
much for its treatment of Lewis himself as 
for its contribution to an understanding 
of the ideology of modernism, and to an
understanding of a socio-political-
psychoanalytic theory of criticism”
Edward Said

Archaeologies 
of the Future
The Desire Called Utopia
and Other Science Fictions

2007

“Among the most stunning
studies of utopia and science fiction ever
produced. It is a vast treasure trove of a book,
crammed with brilliant aperçus.” London
Review of Books

China: Yilin; France: Max Milo; Greece: Motibo;
Italy: Feltrinelli; Japan: Sakuhinsha; Korea: Ghil;
Poland: Jagiellonian University Press; Spain &
Latin America: Akal; Turkey: Metis

Postmodernism
Or, The Cultural Logic of

Late Capitalism

1991

“Jameson's book confirms
my belief that the most
lucid and productive
analyses of postmodernism have come from
those who are hostile to, or at least deeply
ambivalent about, its implications.”
Simon Reynolds, Observer

India & South Asia: ABS

Ideologies of
Theory
2008 New edition

Updated and available for

the first time in a single

volume, Ideologies of Theory

brings together theoretical

essays that span Fredric Jameson’s long career

as a critic.

A Singular
Modernity
Essay on the Ontology of

the Present

2002

“Jameson is, as always …
entrancing, never short of
illuminating juxtapositions or entertaining
insights.” Radical Philosophy

Brazil: Record; Bulgaria: Critique and
Humanism; Greece: Alexandreia; Italy:
Rcs/Sansoni; Japan: Kobushi Shobo; Korea:
Munhakdongne; Spain & Latin America: Gedisa;
Turkey: Epos

The Cultural
Turn
Selected Writings on the

Postmodern 1983-1998

2009 New edition 

“In a brief compass, The
Cultural Turn traces the
movement of one 
of the leading cultural intelligences of our
time, in pursuit of the mutable forms of the
postmodern world. The results will leave 
few indifferent.” Perry Anderson

Argentina: Manantial; Brazil: Record; China:
SSAP; France: Textuel; Israel: Resling; Japan:
Sakuhinsha; Korea: Hyunsil; Lithuania:
Lithuanian Writers’ Union; Spain: Peninsula;
Turkey: Dost Kitabevi

The Modernist
Papers
2007

A tour de force of analysis

and criticism, in which

Jameson brings his dynamic

and acute thought to bear

on the modernist literature of the nineteenth

and twentieth centuries.

China: China Remnin University Press; France:
Beaux-Arts de Paris; India & South Asia: ABS; 

Brecht and
Method
2011 New edition

“It is a rich book, one that
strikes out in many
different directions at
once… perhaps the secret
of Jameson’s greatness, like Brecht’s, is that 
he doesn’t adhere to his method too strictly.”
In These Times

An elegant dissection of the intricate

connections between Brecht’s art and his

politics.

Brazil: Vozes; Italy: Cronopio; Japan: Getsuyo-sha

Late Marxism
Adorno or the Persistence

of the Dialectic 

2007 New edition

“Jameson has a gift for
bringing to bear an
unusual parallel and for
collocating scattered
passages that illuminate one another. … 
His major argument, that Adorno was
always a Marxist, … is not only corrective 
but dialectical.” The Nation

Brazil: Fundacao Editora Da UNESP; China:
Nanjing University Press; Germany: Das
Argument; Italy: Manifesto Libri; Japan:
Ronsosha; Korea: Hangilsa; Spain & Latin
America: Fondo de Cultura Economica
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 NEW FROM VERSO

Acclaimed refl ections on the causes and consequences of the 

Israel-Palestine confl ict

November 2010

History

416 pages

Original hardback: 2009

Arabic: NCT Egypt

NEW IN PAPERBACK

Israel and Palestine
Reappraisals, Revisions, Refutations

AVI SHLAIM

With characteristic rigor and readability, Avi Shlaim refl ects on a range 

of key issues, transformations and personalities in the Israel-Palestine 

confl ict. From the 1917 Balfour Declaration to the failure of the Oslo peace 

process, from the 1948 War to the 2008 invasion of Gaza, Israel and Palestine 

places current events in their proper historical perspective. Shlaim assesses 

the impact of key political and intellectual fi gures, including Yasir Arafat 

and Ariel Sharon, Edward Said and Benny Morris; he also re-examines 

the United States’ infl uential role in the confl ict, and explores the many 

missed opportunities for peace and progress in the region. Unfl inching and 

meticulous, this is an essential tool for understanding the fractured history 

and future prospects of Israel-Palestine.

AVI SHLAIM is a Fellow of St. Antony’s College and a professor of 

international relations at the University of Oxford. He was elected a Fellow 

of the British September Academy in 2006. His books include Lion of Jordan: 

The Life of King Hussein in War and Peace; War and Peace in the Middle East: 

A Concise History; and The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World. He lives in 

Oxford.

“Everyone interested in the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict—general readers 

and academics alike—will want to consult this book.” Choice (Highly 

recommended)

“Wonderful … Not often today do we fi nd historians who are this honest 

and this bleak and this able to express truth so simply.” Robert Fisk, 

Independent

“Shlaim … provides a realpolitik reading of the history, demolishing the 

heroic and innocent image of Israel in its relations with the Palestinians.” 

Foreign Affairs

“A valuable collection.” Economist

A Kirkus Best Book of the Year 2009
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 NEW FROM VERSO

March 2011

Politics

224 pages 

Groundbreaking exploration of the philosophy underpinning 

Western humanitarian and military intervention

Lesser Evils
Scenes of Humanitarian Violence from 
Arendt to Gaza

EYAL WEIZMAN

The principle of the “lesser evil”––the acceptability of pursuing one 

exceptional course of action in order to prevent a greater injustice––has 

long been a cornerstone of Western ethical philosophy. From its roots in 

classical ethics and Christian theology, to Hannah Arendt’s exploration of 

the work of the Jewish Councils during the Nazi regime, Weizman explores 

its development in three key transformations of the problem: the defi ning 

intervention of Médecins Sans Frontières in mid-1980s Ethiopia; the 

separation wall in Israel-Palestine; and international and human rights law 

in Bosnia, Gaza and Iraq. Drawing on a wealth of new research, Weizman 

charts the latest manifestation of this age-old idea. In doing so he shows 

how military and political intervention acquired a new “humanitarian” 

acceptability and legality in the late twentieth and early twenty-fi rst 

centuries. 

EYAL WEIZMAN is Director of the Centre for Research Architecture at 

Goldsmiths College, University of London, and has worked with a variety of 

NGOs and human rights groups in Israel-Palestine. Author of, among other 

titles, Hollow Land: Israel’s Architecture of Occupation, he is an editor-at-large 

of Cabinet magazine. He lives in London.

Praise for Hollow Land

“A masterpiece of political analysis.” James Ron, Nation

“Eyal Weizman has taken Said’s thesis to a new level, generating 

extraordinary, and at times surreally uncomfortable, conclusions … 

Weizman’s book is of salutary interest.” 

Jay Merrick, Independent

“The most astonishing book on architecture that I have 

read in years.” Edwin Heathcote, Financial Times

“A passionate jeremiad.” John Leonard, Harper’s
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 Tony Benn presents 

GERRARD WINSTANLEY 

A COMMON TREASURY
“Those that buy and sell land, and are landlords, have got it either by oppression, or 

murder, or theft.” Gerrard Winstanley

At the end of the English Civil War, Gerrard Winstanley and his comrades, known as 

Diggers, went to St. George’s Hill, to farm the common land and to distribute the food 

for free amongst themselves. Winstanley’s extraordinary writings from this period have 

remained a huge infl uence for many on the Left and are cited as some of the earliest 

examples of communist thought. Legendary voice of the Left Tony Benn examines 

Winstanley’s work and argues that, as we face an ever greater enclosure of the commons, 

he can still inspire us to turn our world upside down.

March 2011 • History • 160 pages 

 This essential new series features classic texts by key fi gures who took 
center stage during a period of insurrection. Each book is introduced by a 
major contemporary radical writer who shows how these incendiary words still 
have the power to inspire, to provoke and maybe to ignite new revolutions …

 CLASSIC 
REVOLUTIONARY 
WRITINGS SET 
ABLAZE BY TODAY’S 
RADICAL WRITERS

 NEW FROM VERSO

 Sheila Rowbotham presents 

MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT 

A VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF WOMAN
“It would be an endless task to trace the variety of meannesses, cares, and sorrows, into 

which women are plunged by the prevailing opinion that they were created rather to 

feel than reason, and that all the power they obtain, must be obtained by their charms 

and weakness.” Mary Wollstonecraft

First written in 1790, Mary Wollstonecraft’s book remains one of the very fi rst works 

of feminist thought. Groundbreaking in its demands for women’s education although 

subsequently criticized by some for its ambiguity towards the notion of women’s equality, 

A Vindication remains one of the most important texts arguing for women’s rights. 

Renowned feminist writer Sheila Rowbotham puts Wollstonecraft’s life and work in a new 

light.

April 2010 • Politics • 224 pages 
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 ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE REVOLUTIONS SERIES

Peter Linebaugh presents
THOMAS PAINE
THE RIGHTS OF MAN and
COMMON SENSE
June 2009

Italy: Mimesis Edizioni

Jean-Bertrand Aristide
presents TOUSSAINT
L’OUVERTURE
THE HAITIAN REVOLUTION
2008

Italy: Mimesis Edizioni; Spain & Latin America: Akal

Slavoj Žižek 
presents TROTSKY
TERRORISM AND COMMUNISM
2007

Brazil: Zahar; Italy: Mimesis Edizioni; Korea:

Woongjin Think Big, Spain & Latin America: Akal;

Turkey: Epos

Michael Hardt presents
THOMAS JEFFERSON 
THE DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE
2007

Italy: Mimesis Edizioni; Korea: Woongjin Think Big; 

Spain & Latin America: Akal

Slavoj Žižek presents MAO

ON PRACTICE AND
CONTRADICTION
2007

Brazil: Zahar; Czech: Nakladatelství Grimmus;

France: La Fabrique; Italy: Mimesis Edizioni; Japan:

Kawade Shobo Shin-sha; Korea: Woongjin Think

Big; Spain & Latin America: Akal; Turkey: Epos

Walden Bello 
presents HO CHI MINH
DOWN WITH COLONIALISM!
2007

Brazil: Zahar; Italy: Mimesis Edizioni; Korea:

Woongjin Think Big; Spain & Latin America: Akal

Hugo Chávez presents
SIMÓN BOLÍVAR
THE BOLÍVARIAN  REVOLUTION
June 2009

Italy: Mimesis Edizioni; Spain & Latin America: Akal

Wu Ming presents 
THOMAS MÜNTZER
SERMON TO THE PRINCES
April 2010

Tariq Ali presents 
CASTRO
THE DECLARATIONS OF HAVANA
2008

Brazil: Zahar; Greece: Aiora Press; Italy: Mimesis

Edizioni; Korea: Woongjin Think Big; Spain &

Latin America: Akal 

Slavoj Žižek presents
ROBESPIERRE
VIRTUE AND TERROR
2007

Brazil: Zahar; France: Stock; Greece: Ekdoseis tou

Eikostou Protou; Italy: Mimesis Edizioni; Japan:

Kawade Shobo Shin-sha; Korea: Woongjin Think

Big; Spain & Latin America: Akal; Turkey: Epos

Terry Eagleton 
presents JESUS CHRIST
THE GOSPELS
2007

Brazil: Zahar; Italy: Mimesis Edizioni; Korea:

Woongjin Think Big; Spain & Latin America:

Akal; Turkey: Epos

Geoffrey Robertson
presents THE
LEVELLERS
THE PUTNEY DEBATES
2007

Italy: Mimesis Edizioni
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 NEW FROM VERSO

March 2011

Politics

256 pages 

Journey along controversial Central Asian pipeline becomes a 

profound exploration of the oil economy

The Oil Road
A Journey to the Heart of the 
Energy Economy

JAMES MARRIOTT and 
MIKA MINIO-PALUELLO

Opening in 2006 after ten years in the making, British Petroleum’s $4 billion 

pipeline, running from the Caspian Sea to the Mediterranean, has become 

an icon of globalization. Over a thousand miles long, it weaves a route 

around the Russian and Iranian borders, transporting oil and gas to hungry 

Western markets. 

Bringing to bear a wealth of expertise on their subject, the authors look at the 

reality behind the pipeline’s gleaming façade. Traveling along its route, they 

trace the shadowy forces and institutions behind it, meeting whistleblowers, 

security forces, local villagers and fi shermen; in doing so, they expose a story 

of cracked coatings, new arms races and displaced local communities. They 

explore, too, the wider forces the pipeline represents, from state repression, 

investment banking and energy security, to environmental degradation 

and social movements. A compelling travelogue, The Oil Road explores the 

hidden history of an iconic project that is also a metaphor for our age.

JAMES MARRIOTT and MIKA MINIO-PALUELLO are part of the 

award-winning environmental social justice group PLATFORM (www.

platformlondon.org). Artist, writer, activist and PLATFORM co-director, 

Marriott is the co-author of The Next Gulf: London, Washington and the Oil 

Confl ict in Nigeria. Minio-Paluello is currently leading PLATFORM’s work 

on banks, oil and climate change. They live in London. 

Praise for The Next Gulf

“If you want to know why Africa remains poor, read this book.” Ken Wiwa

Praise for PLATFORM

“The radical London collective puts the culture into a dazzling array of 

social, ecological and anti-corporate campaigns. From mapping London’s 

buried rivers to charting the fl ow of oil through City boardrooms, theirs is 

art with a purpose.” Time Out
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May 2010

Politics

240 pages

 None of Us Were Like 
This Before
How American Soldiers Turned 
to Torture

JOSHUA E. S. PHILLIPS

Sergeant Adam Gray made it home from a year’s tour in Iraq only to die 

in his barracks. For more than three years, reporter Joshua Phillips—with 

the support of Adam’s mother and the cooperation of his Army buddies—

investigated Adam’s death. What Phillips uncovered was a story of American 

veterans psychologically scarred by the abuse they had meted out to Iraqi 

prisoners. How did US forces turn to torture? Phillips’s narrative recounts 

the journey of a tank battalion—trained for conventional combat—as its 

focus switches to guerrilla war and prisoner detention. It tells of how a 

group of ordinary soldiers, ill trained for the responsibilities foisted upon 

them, descended into the degradations of abuse. The location is far from 

CIA prisons and Guantánamo, but the story captures the widespread use 

and nature of torture in the US armed forces. Based on fi rsthand reporting 

from Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as interviews with soldiers, their families 

and friends, military offi cials, and the victims of torture, None of Us Were 

Like This Before reveals how soldiers, senior offi cials, and the US public came 

to believe that torture was both effective and necessary. The book illustrates 

that the damaging legacy of torture is not only borne by the detainees, but 

also by American soldiers and the country to which they’ve returned. 

JOSHUA E. S. PHILLIPS is based in New York City and has reported from 

Asia and the Middle East. His work has appeared in the Washington Post, 

Newsweek, Salon, the San Francisco Chronicle, and the Atlanta Journal–

Constitution, among other publications. His radio features have been 

broadcast on NPR and the BBC. In 2009, Phillips received the Newspaper 

Guild’s Heywood Broun Award of Substantial Distinction for his American 

Radio Works documentary What Killed Sergeant Gray.

 The legacy of torture in the “War on Terror,” told through the 

story of one tank battalion

RECENTLY PUBLISHED
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 October 2009

Philosophy/Politics

156 pages

 First As Tragedy, 
Then As Farce
SLAVOJ ŽIŽEK

Billions of dollars have been hastily poured into the global banking system 

in a frantic attempt at fi nancial stabilization. So why has it not been 

possible to bring the same forces to bear in addressing world poverty and 

environmental crisis? 

In this take-no-prisoners analysis, Slavoj Žižek frames the moral failures of 

the modern world in terms of the epoch-making events of the fi rst decade 

of this century. What he fi nds is the old one-two punch of history: the jab of 

tragedy, the righthook of farce. First, there were the attacks of 9/11, then the 

global credit crunch. Liberalism had to die twice: fi rst as a political doctrine, 

and then as an economic theory. After the tragedy of the fi rst death, the 

second is proving to be even more terrifying than the original. 

First As Tragedy, Then As Farce is a call for the Left to reinvent itself in the 

light of our desperate historical situation. The time for liberal, moralistic 

blackmail is over.

Brazil: Boitempo; Croatia: Megazim Za Polit; France: Flammarion; Germany: 

Suhrkamp Verlag; Greece: Scripta; Hungary: Eszmélet Alapitvany; India & 

South Asia: Navayana; Italy: Ponte alle Grazie; Japan: Chikuma Shobo; Korea: 

Changbi; Poland: Krytyki Politycznej; Russia: Europa Publishing House; 

Spain & Latin America: Akal; Sweden: TankeKraft Förlag; Turkey: Encore                                            

 From the tragedy of 9/11 to the farce of the fi nancial 

meltdown

RECENTLY PUBLISHED

 Slavoj ŽiŽek
 “The most dangerous philosopher in the West.” New Republic

“Žižek leaves no social or cultural phenomenon untheorized, and is master of the 

counterintuitive observation.” The New Yorker

“One of the most innovative and exciting contemporary thinkers of the left.” Times 

Literary Supplement

SLAVOJ ŽIŽEK is a Slovenian philosopher and cultural critic. He is a professor at the 

European Graduate School, International Director of the Birkbeck Institute for the Humanities, 

Birkbeck College, University of London, and a senior researcher at the Institute of Sociology, 

University of Ljubljana, Slovenia.
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 May 2010

Philosophy

352 pages

Translation rights: Verso 
(except Germany and Poland)

Korea: Ghil

Russia: Europa Publishing House

 Living in the End Times
SLAVOJ ŽIŽEK

There should no longer be any doubt: global capitalism is fast approaching 

its terminal crisis. Slavoj Žižek identifi es the four horsemen of this coming 

apocalypse: the worldwide ecological crisis; imbalances within the economic 

system; the biogenetic revolution; and exploding social divisions. But, he 

asks, if capitalism’s demise seems to many people to be the end of the world, 

how is Western society dealing with life during the end times? In a major new 

analysis of our global situation, Žižek argues that our collective responses to 

economic Armageddon correspond to the stages of grief: ideological denial, 

explosions of anger and attempts at bargaining, followed by depression and 

withdrawal.

After passing through this zero-point, we can begin to perceive the crisis 

as a chance for a new beginning. Or, as Mao Zedong put it, “There is great 

disorder under heaven, the situation is excellent.” Žižek examines the cultural 

and political forms of these stages of ideological avoidance and political 

protest, from New Age obscurantism to violent religious fundamentalism. 

Concluding with a compelling argument for the return to a Marxian critique 

of political economy, Žižek also detects intimations of a potential communist 

culture—hinted at in literary utopias such as Kafka’s community of mice or 

in the collective of outcast freaks in the TV series Heroes.

Praise for In Defense of Lost Causes: 

“Addictively eclectic.” Steven Poole, Guardian

“A wealth of political and philosophical insight.” Terry Eagleton, 

The Times Literary Supplement

“A monument to imaginative, risk-taking and rigorous scholarship.” 

Times Higher Education Supplement

“Exhilarating, inspiring, thought-provoking.” David Schneider, Prospect

 Žižek analyzes the end of the world at the hands of the “four 

riders of the apocalypse”

RECENTLY PUBLISHED



28

RECENTLY PUBLISHED

 NEW UPDATED EDITION

Everything You Always Wanted 
to Know About Lacan but Were 
Afraid to Ask Hitchcock
EDITED BY SLAVOJ ŽIŽEK
Hitchcock gets onto the analyst’s couch in this extraordinary volume of case studies. The 

contributors bring to bear an unrivalled enthusiasm and theoretical sweep on the entire 

Hitchcock oeuvre, from Rear Window to Psycho, which is shown to be an exemplary 

source of postmodern defamiliarization. Starting from the premise that “everything 

has meaning,” the authors analyze the fi lms’ ostensible narrative content and formal 

procedures to discover a rich proliferation of ideological and psychic mechanisms at 

work. But Hitchcock is also a bait to lure the reader into a serious Marxist and Lacanian 

exploration of the construction of meaning. An extraordinary landmark in Hitchcock 

studies, this edition features a brand new essay by Slavoj Žižek.

China: Century Publishing Group of Shanghai; Japan: Kawadeshobo-Shinsha; Korea: 

Saemulgyul Publishing House; Turkey: Agora Kitapligi          

June 2010

Film Studies/Philosophy

304 pages 

Previous edition: 1992

 NEW IN PAPERBACK

In Defense of Lost Causes
SLAVOJ ŽIŽEK
In this combative, major new work, philosophical sharpshooter Slavoj Žižek looks for the 

kernel of truth in the totalitarian politics of the past. Examining Heidegger’s seduction by 

fascism and Foucault’s fl irtation with the Iranian Revolution, he suggests that these were 

the “right steps in the wrong direction.” On the revolutionary terror of Robespierre, Mao 

and the Bolsheviks, Žižek argues that while these struggles ended in historic failure and 

horror, there was a valuable core of idealism lost beneath the bloodshed. A redemptive 

vision has been obscured by the soft, decentralized politics of the liberal-democratic 

consensus. Faced with the coming ecological crisis, Žižek argues the case for revolutionary 

terror and the dictatorship of the proletariat. A return to past ideals is needed despite the 

risks. In the words of Samuel Beckett: “Try again. Fail again. Fail better.”

Brazil: Boitempo; France: Flammarion; Germany: Suhrkamp Verlag; Greece: Kedros; 

Italy: Ponte alle Grazie; Japan: Seidosha; Korea: Greenbee; Poland: Krytyka Politiczna; 

Spain & Latin America: Akal; Turkey: Epos Yayinlari

 October 2009

Philosophy

528 pages 

Original hardback: 2008
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 ALSO AVAILABLE BY SLAVOJ ŽIŽEK

The Sublime Object
of Ideology
2009 New edition  

Žižek’s first book, a
provocative and original
exploration of human agency
in a postmodern world.

China: Central Compilation & Translation; Croatia: Megazim

Za Polit; Denmark: Hans Reitzel's Forlag; Estonia: Vagabund;

Finland: Apeiron; India & South Asia: Navayana; Israel:
Resling; Italy: Ponte alle Grazie; Japan: Kawade Shobo Shin-

sha; Kerala: Kerala Bhasha Institute; Korea: Saemulgyul;

Norway: Spartacus; Poland: Arkzin/Wydawnictwo Uniw.

Wroclawskiego; Romania: Editura ART; Spain & Latin
America: Siglo XXI; Sweden: Glanta; Turkey: Metis

The Fragile Absolute
Or, Why Is the Christian
Legacy Worth Fighting
For?
2009 New edition  

Žižek argues that the
subversive core of the
Christian legacy forms the foundation of a
politics of universal emancipation.

China: Jiangsu; Denmark: Gyldendal; France: Flammarion;

Germany: Volk und Welt; Italy: Transeuropa; Japan:
Seidosha; Poland: Krytyka Politiczna; Spain & Latin America:
Pre-Textos; Turkey: Encore Yayinevi   

Welcome to the
Desert of the Real
2002 

Žižek argues that the
temptation to “take sides”
after 9/11 is to be resisted, and
that in such moments of
seemingly clear choices, the real alternatives are
most hidden.

Brazil: Boitempo; Denmark: Introite; Finland: Apeiron;

France: Flammarion; Greece: Scripta; Japan: Seidosha;

Kerala: DC Books; Korea: In-gan-sa-rang; Netherlands:

Boom; Portugal: Relogio D’Agua; Spain & Latin America:

Akal; Sweden: Glanta; Taiwan: Rye Field

Iraq
The Borrowed Kettle
2005 

What were the actual
ideological and political stakes
of the attack on Iraq? Žižek
spares nothing and nobody,
neither pathetically impotent pacifism nor
hypocritical sympathy with the suffering of the
Iraqi people.

China: SDX Joint Publishing; Croatia: Ljevak; France:

Éditions Climats; Italy: Raffaello Cortina; Japan: Kawade

Shobo Sin-sha; Kerala: DC Books; Korea: Imagine Books;

Netherlands: Hussets Forlag; Spain & Latin America: Losada;

Sweden: Glanta

The Plague of
Fantasies
2009 New edition  

Žižek’s take on the relations
between fantasy and ideology,
and the deluge of pseudo-
concrete images surrounding
us.

China: Jiangsu; Italy: Meltemi; Japan: Seidosha; Korea: In-

gan-sa-rang; Spain & Latin America: Akal; Taiwan: Laureate

Book Co.             

Revolution at the
Gates
Žižek on Lenin: 
The 1917 Writings
2004 

A collection of Lenin’s key
writings at the moment of 
taking power, with an extensive introduction 
and afterword from Žižek.

Brazil: Boitempo; France: Aden; Germany: Suhrkamp;

Korea: Gyoyangin; Spain & Latin America: Debate; Turkey:

Metis

Lacan
The Silent Partners
2006 

The giant of Ljubljana
marshals some of the greatest
thinkers of our age in support
of a dazzling re-evaluation of
Jacques Lacan.

Korea: B-Books; Spain & Latin America: Akal

Did Somebody Say
Totalitarianism?
Four Interventions in the
(Mis)Use of a Notion 
2001 

“A combative conceptual
manual for unclogging the 
machinery of dissent.” Time Out

Brazil: Boitempo; China: Jiangsu; Czech Republic: Transit;

France: Amsterdam; Greece: Scripta; Italy: Cittá Aperta; Japan:

Seidosha; Korea: Saemulgyul; Poland: Inter Esse; Romania:

Curtea Veche; Spain & Latin America: Pre-Textos; Turkey: Epos

The Ticklish Subject
The Absent Centre of
Political Ontology
2009 New edition  

Žižek unearths the core of the
Cartesian subject to find the
indispensable reference point
for any genuinely emancipatory project. 

China: Jiangsu; France: Flammarion; Germany: Suhrkamp

Verlag; India & South Asia: ABS; Japan: Seidosha; Korea: B-

Books; Portugal: Relogio; Serbia: Book Trading Co.; Spain &
Latin America: Paidós; Taiwan: Laureate Book Co.; Turkey: Epos    

The Metastases of
Enjoyment
Of Women and
Causality
2005 New edition

A disturbing and radical
examination of the status of
women and the role of violence in late
capitalism. 

China: Jiangsu; France: Flammarion; Germany: Passagen; Japan:

Seidosha; Korea: In-gan-sa-rang; Portugal: Relogio D’Agua;

Spain & Latin America: Paidós; Sweden: Natur och Kultur;

Ukraine: Alternative

The Indivisible
Remainder
On Schelling and
Related Matters
2007 New edition

The maverick philosopher
combines Schelling with
popular film for a fascinating take on 
modern life. 

Japan: Seidosha; Korea: B-Books

For They 
Know Not 
What They Do
Enjoyment as a 
Political Factor
2008 New edition

The eminent philosopher
explores the roles of pleasure and desire in 
contemporary politics and culture. 

Bulgaria: Critique & Humanism; China: Jiangsu; Germany:

Passagen; Japan: Misuzu Shobo; Korea: In-gan-sa-rang; Norway:

Spartacus; Spain & Latin America: Paidós; Sweden: Glanta;

Taiwan: Laureate Books

For more Slavoj Žižek titles see also the Revolutions on page 23
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 Leading sociologist proposes a new framework for a socialist 

alternative

 Envisioning Real Utopias
ERIK OLIN WRIGHT

Rising inequality of income and power, along with the recent convulsions 

in the fi nance sector, have made the search for alternatives to unbridled 

capitalism more urgent than ever. Yet there has been a global retreat by the 

Left: on the assumption that liberal capitalism is the only game in town, 

political theorists tend to dismiss as utopian any attempt to rethink our social 

and economic relations. As Fredric Jameson fi rst argued, it is now easier for 

us to imagine the end of the world than an alternative to capitalism. 

Erik Olin Wright’s Envisioning Real Utopias is a comprehensive assault on 

the quietism of contemporary social theory. Building on a lifetime’s work 

analyzing the class system in the developed world, as well as exploring 

the problem of the transition to a socialist alternative, Wright has now 

completed a systematic reconstruction of the core values and feasible goals 

for Left theorists and political actors. Envisioning Real Utopias aims to put 

the social back into socialism, laying the foundations for a set of concrete, 

emancipatory alternatives to the capitalist system. Characteristically rigorous 

and engaging, this will become a landmark of social thought for the twenty-

fi rst century. 

ERIK OLIN WRIGHT is Vilas Distinguished Professor of Sociology at the 

University of Wisconsin. He is the editor of the Real Utopias series, which 

includes his Deepening Democracy (cowritten with Archon Fung), and is the 

author of many other books, including Class Counts, Interrogating Inequality, 

The Debate on Classes and Classes.

 May 2010

Politics/Philosophy

288 pages 

Brazil: Alameda Casa Editorial              
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 Dreamers of a New Day
Women Who Invented the Twentieth 
Century

SHEILA ROWBOTHAM

Amid the growth of globalized trade, mass production, immigration 

and urban slums that dominated the period from the 1880s to the onset 

of the First World War, an awakening was taking place among American 

and British women. Across the Atlantic and across political boundaries – 

anarchists to liberals, feminists and non-feminists – female pioneers shared 

a sense that social change was possible, and acted upon that belief. Dreamers 

of a New Day explores a period, from the belle époque to the roaring 

twenties, when women overturned social norms and assumptions as they 

struggled to defi ne themselves as individuals. Forming broad coalitions and 

movements, they transformed the conditions of their own lives, decades 

before the intellectuals of the 1960s conceptualized ‘everyday life’ as an arena 

for radical activity.

Drawing on a wealth of original research, Sheila Rowbotham has written a 

groundbreaking new history examining how women came to be modern. 

Challenging existing conceptions of citizenship and culture, from ethical 

living to consumerism, sexuality to democracy, these dreamers shaped many 

of the issues that remain at the forefront of twenty-fi rst century life.

SHEILA ROWBOTHAM is Professor of Gender and Labour History at the 

University of Manchester, and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. Her 

many books include, most recently, the James Tait Black–shortlisted Edward 

Carpenter: A Life of Liberty and Love. She has written for, among other 

newspapers, the Guardian, The Times, the Independent, the New Statesman, 

and the New York Times.

 Major new exploration of the women who revolutionized 

American and British life, by renowned feminist historian

RECENTLY PUBLISHED

May 2010

History

288 pages 

Praise for Edward Carpenter

“Exhaustively researched and resonant in detail.” Fiona MacCarthy, Guardian

“One of the best political biographies for many years. It is not just a book about the past; it’s bursting with ideas that 

remain relevant to the future of humanity.” Peter Tatchell, Observer Books of the Year

“A powerful and entertaining biography. It reads beautifully.” Jeanette Winterson, The Times
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 NEW IN PAPERBACK

Frames of War
When Is Life Grievable?

JUDITH BUTLER
In this urgent response to violence, racism and increasingly dominant methods of 

coercion, Judith Butler explores the media’s portrayal of state violence, a process integral 

to how the West engages in war. She calls for a reconceptualization of the Left, one united 

in opposition and resistance to the illegitimate and arbitrary effects of state violence.

JUDITH BUTLER is Maxine Elliot Professor of Rhetoric and Comparative Literature at 

the University of California, Berkeley. She is the author of many books, including Giving 

an Account of Oneself, Precarious Life, and Gender Trouble.

“Judith Butler is the most creative and courageous social theorist writing today. 

Frames of War is an intellectual masterpiece that weds a new understanding of being, 

immersed in history, to a novel Left politics that focuses on State violence, war and 

resistance.” Cornel West

Brazil: Record; France: La Découverte; Germany: Campus; India & South Asia: Seagull; 

Italy: Meltemi; Japan: Chikuma Shobo; Korea: Ghil; Spain & Latin America: Paidós; 

Sweden: TankeKraft Förlag     

July 2010

Philosophy

192 pages

Original hardback: 2009

 NEW IN PAPERBACK

The Thin Blue Line
How Humanitarianism Went to War

CONOR FOLEY
An acclaimed exploration of humanitarianism’s emergence as a multibillion-dollar 

industry that has played a leading role in defi ning international crises, and shaping the 

foreign policy of Western governments and the United Nations. Drawing on his own 

experience as an aid worker in over a dozen confl ict and post-confl ict zones, Conor Foley 

shows how the growing infl uence of international law has been used to override the 

sovereignty of the poorest countries in the world.

A humanitarian aid worker, CONOR FOLEY has been employed by a variety of human 

rights and humanitarian organizations, including Liberty, Amnesty International and 

the UNHCR.

“Fascinating and important ... rigorous and nuanced.” Stephen Poole, Guardian 

“Poised to infl uence debate ... Foley’s treatment of the court’s legal issues is 

informed and direct.” New York Times Book Review

Korea: Mati

August 2010

Politics  

272 pages

Original hardback: 2008



33

RECENTLY PUBLISHED

 A Calculus of Power
Grand Strategy in the Twenty-First Century

PETER GOWAN
Introduced by TARIQ ALI

In this wide-ranging and incisive collection, Peter Gowan traces the contours of the 

world order that emerged after the end of the Cold War and assesses its prospects in the 

light of the global economic downturn. Arguing that the present inter-state system was 

shaped from the outset by Washington’s drive to maintain its status as global hegemon, 

Gowan dissects several cherished myths of the liberal mainstream, offering a radical 

counter-history of the UN and a sharp critique of the West’s interventions in the Balkans. 

He provides a forceful response to advocates of a new cosmopolitanism, and engages 

with neo-realist theories of international relations—asking whether the US invasions of 

Iraq and Afghanistan have resulted in a crisis for their visions of American power, and 

discussing what the lineaments of a future order might be.

PETER GOWAN (1946–2009) taught international relations for many years at London 

Metropolitan University. He was the author of The Global Gamble, co-editor of The 

Question of Europe, cofounder of the journal Labour Focus on Eastern Europe and a 

longstanding member of the editorial board of New Left Review.

 Ernest Gellner
An Intellectual Biography

JOHN A. HALL
Ernest Gellner (1925–95) was one of the last great thinkers from Central Europe 

to be condemned by his Jewish background to experience the worst horrors of the 

twentieth century. He was a multilingual polymath, able to set the agenda in the study 

of nationalism and the sociology of Islam. His intellectual trajectory differed from that 

of similar thinkers both in producing a highly integrated philosophy of modernity and 

in combining a respect for nationalism with an appreciation of the power of modern 

science. In this defi nitive biography, particular attention is paid to his Prague roots, 

and to debates with Michael Oakeshott, Isaiah Berlin, Charles Taylor, Noam Chomsky, 

Edward Said, and many others. 

JOHN A. HALL is the James McGill Professor of Comparative Historical Sociology 

at McGill University in Montreal. His previous books include Powers and Liberties, 

Liberalism, Coercion and Consent, International Orders, and (with Charles Lindholm) Is 

America Breaking Apart? He taught at the Central European University in the early 1990s, 

when Gellner had returned to Prague, and gained an appreciation at that time of his 

background in Central Europe.

June 2010

Biography

400 pages

July 2010

Political Science

192 pages
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MICHAEL ALBERT
PARECON
Participatory Economics (2004)

How can we replace the economics of exploitation and 
greed with an economics of equitable cooperation and 
solidarity? How can we put people in charge of their own 
economic life, rather than being controlled by corporations 
and markets? How can we foster economic well-being that 
benefi ts the whole society, rather than engorgement of the 
few? Parecon celebrates solidarity, equity, diversity, and people 
democratically controlling their own lives.

Croatia: DAF; Czech Republic: Nakladatelstvi Mezera; 
Finland: Sammakko; Greece: Paratiritis; Italy: Il Saggiatore; 
Korea: Thenan; Slovenia: Založba VED; Spain: Akal; Sweden: 
Ordfront; Telugu: Hyderabad Book Trust

TARIQ ALI
STREET-FIGHTING YEARS
An Autobiography of the Sixties 
(New edition 2005)

In this new edition of his memoirs, Tariq Ali revisits his 
formative years as a young radical. It is a story that takes us 
from Paris and Prague to Hanoi and Bolivia, meeting such 
fi gures as Malcolm X, Bertrand Russell, Marlon Brando, Henry 
Kissinger, and Mick Jagger along the way. In vivid detail, Ali 
captures the mood and energy of those years as he tracks the 
growing signifi cance of the nascent protest movement.

Brazil: Boitempo; India & South Asia: Seagull; Korea: Cum 
Libro; Spain & Latin America: Akal

BENEDICT ANDERSON
IMAGINED COMMUNITIES
Refl ections on the Origin and Spread of 
Nationalism (New edition 2006)

Imagined Communities, Benedict Anderson’s brilliant book on 
nationalism, forged a new fi eld of study when it fi rst appeared 
in 1983. Since then it has sold over a quarter of a million copies 
and is widely considered the most important book on the 
subject. In this greatly anticipated revised edition, Anderson 
updates and elaborates on the core question: what makes 
people live, die and kill in the name of nations? 

Albania: Elena Gjika; Arabic: Cadmus Press; Brazil: 
Companhia das Letras; Bulgaria: Critique and Humanism; 
Catalan: Editorial Afers; China: Shanghai People’s Publishing; 

Czech Republic: Karolinum Press; Denmark: Roskilde 
Universitetsforlag; Finland: Vastapaino; France: La Découverte; 
Georgia: Language and Culture; Germany: Campus Verlag; 
Greece: Nefeli Publishers; Hungary: L’Harmattan; Israel: 
The Open University of Israel; Italy: Manifesto Libri; Japan: 
Shosekikobo Hayama; Korea: Ghil; Lithuania: Baltos Lankos; 
Macedonia: Kultura; Mexico: Fondo Cultura Economica; 
Netherlands: Jan Mets; Norway: Spartacus; Philippines: 
Anvil; Poland: Znak Spoleczny; Portugal: Edicoes 70 lda; 
Romania: Editura Art; Russia: Kanon-Press; Serbia: Skolska 
Knija; Slovenia: Humanitas; Sweden: Daidalos; Taiwan: China 
Times Publishing; Turkey: Metis; Ukrania: Kritika

UNDER THREE FLAGS
Anarchism and the Anti-Colonial Imagination 
(2007)

Benedict Anderson continues the historical and theoretical 
project begun in Imagined Communities, by providing a 
compelling exploration of fi n-de-siècle politics and culture 
that spans the Caribbean, Imperial Europe and the South 
China Sea. He depicts the dense intertwining of radical 
internationalism and anti-colonial nationalism, a process that 
gave birth to the politics of early anti-globalization.

France: La Découverte; Italy: Manifesto Libri; Indonesia: 
Marjin Kiri; Japan: NTT Publishing; Korea: Ghil; Philippines: 
Anvil; Slovenia: Založba Sophia; Spain: Akal; Turkey: Metis

THE SPECTRE OF COMPARISON
Politics, Culture and the Nation (1998)

While Benedict Anderson is best known for his classic book on 
nationalism, Imagined Communities, many of his most telling 
and incisive interventions have been made in his essays. Those 
collected in this new book bring out in all its complexity and 
richness the subtle imbrication of politics, national imaginings, 
bureaucracy, modernization and its agents (particularly print 
culture).

China: Yilin Press; Greece: Diapyron; Japan: Sakuhinsha; 
Korea: Yuksa Bipyoungsa; Philippines: Ateneo de Manilla UP

PERRY ANDERSON
THE NEW OLD WORLD (2009)

A major work of modern history and political analysis, The New 
Old World offers a peerless analysis of Europe’s development 
since the end of the Cold War. Perry Anderson looks at the 
history of the European Union, the core continental countries 
within it, and the issue of its further expansion into Asia, and 
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provides a critical portrait of a continent now increasingly 
hailed as a moral and political example to the world at large.

France: Éditions Agone; Korea: Ghil; Spain & Latin America: 
Akal

SPECTRUM
From Right to Left in the World of Ideas (2007)

Spectrum offers a critical survey of the ideas of rival intellectual 
groupings from the far right, the liberal center and the Marxist 
left, each considered against the historical background—
institutional as well as intellectual—that set the context of 
their ideas. 

Brazil: Boitempo; China: SSAP; Italy: Baldini Castoldi Dalai; 
Korea: Ghil; Spain & Latin America: Akal; Turkey: Iletisim

THE ORIGINS OF 
POSTMODERNITY (1998)

Trenchant and panoramic, The Origins of Postmodernity traces 
the genesis, consolidation and consequences of the notion of 
the postmodern.

Brazil: Zahar; China: SSAP; France: Les Prairies Ordinaires; 
Italy: Il Saggiatore; Japan: Kobushi Shobo; Korea: Hyunsil 
Culture Studies; Portugal: Edicioes 70; Spain: Anagrama; 
Sweden: Daidalos; Taiwan: Linking; Turkey: Iletisim

A ZONE OF ENGAGEMENT (1992)

This book offers critical assessments of a number of leading 
fi gures in contemporary intellectual life including Marshal 
Berman, Michael Mann, Isaiah Berlin, Carlo Ginzburg and 
Fernand Braudel.

Brazil: UNESP; China: SSAP; Italy: Mondadori; Latin 
America: Tercer Mundo; Spain: Anagrama; Turkey: Iletisim

Rights sold in the fi nal essay Ends of History: Brazil: Zahar; 
Germany: Rotbuch; Greece: Staachi; Italy: Einaudi; Korea: 
Changbi

PASSAGES FROM ANTIQUITY TO
FEUDALISM (1996)

“A complex, beautifully interwoven and controlled account 
of Europe from the ancient Greeks to modern absolutist 
monarchies … Exhilarating” Guardian

Denmark: Medusa; France: La Découverte; Germany: 
Suhrkamp; Greece: Odysseas; Italy: Mondadori; Japan: Tosui 
Shobo; Spain & Latin America: Siglo XXI; Sweden: Zenit; 
Turkey: Birikim

LINEAGES OF THE ABSOLUTIST 
STATE (1985)

Developing the considerations outlined in Passages from 
Antiquity to Feudalism, this book situates the absolute states of 
the early modern epoch against the background of feudalism, 
in both Eastern and Western Europe.

Denmark: Medusa; French: La Découverte; Germany: 
Suhrkamp; Greece: Odysseas; Hungary: Gondolat; Italy: 
Mondadori; Portugal: Afrontamento; Spain: Siglo XXI; 
Sweden: Zenit; Taiwan: Laureate Books; Turkey: Kesit

GIOVANNI ARRIGHI
THE LONG TWENTIETH CENTURY
Money, Power and the Origins of Our Times 
(New edition 2010)

The Long Twentieth Century traces the epochal shifts in the 
relationship between capital accumulation and state formation 
over a 700-year period. Now a classic of history and sociology, 
the book is fully updated in the light of recent events.

Brazil: Contraponto; China: Jiangsu; Hong Kong: OUP; Italy: 
Il Saggiatore; Japan: Sakuhinsha; Korea: Greenbee; Russia: 
Territory of the Future Fund; Slovenia: Založba Sophia; Spain 
& Latin America: Akal; Sweden: Daidalos; Turkey: Imge 
Kitabevi Yayinlari

ADAM SMITH IN BEIJING 
Lineages of the 21st Century (2009)

In the late eighteenth century, the political economist 
Adam Smith predicted an eventual equalization of power 
between the conquering West and the conquered non-West. 
Demonstrating Smith’s continued relevance to understanding 
China’s extraordinary rise, Arrighi examines the events that 
have brought it about, and the increasing dependence of US 
wealth and power on Chinese imports and purchases of US 
Treasury bonds. 

Brazil: Boitempo; China: SSAP; France: Max Milo; Germany: 
VSA; Italy: Feltrinelli; Japan: Sakuhinsha; Korea: Ghil; Poland: 
Krytyki Politycznej; Russia: State University Higher School of 
Economics Publishing House; Spain & Latin America: Akal; 
Turkey: Yordam

ROBERT BRENNER
THE ECONOMICS OF GLOBAL 
TURBULENCE (2006)
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In this work, Brenner charts the turbulent post-war history 
of the global system and unearths the mechanisms of over-
production and over-competition which lie behind its long-
term crisis since the early 1970s. He thus demonstrates the 
thoroughly systematic factors behind wage repression, high 
unemployment and unequal development, and raising 
disturbing, far-reaching questions about its future trajectory.

Brazil: Editora Record; China: Renmin University Press; 
Greece: Parisianou; Spain & Latin America: Akal

JUDITH BUTLER
PRECARIOUS LIFE
The Powers of Mourning and Violence (2006)

In her most impassioned and personal book to date, Judith 
Butler responds in this profound appraisal of post-9/11 
America to the current US policies to wage perpetual war, 
and calls for a deeper understanding of how mourning and 
violence might instead inspire solidarity and a quest for global 
justice.

China: Henan University Press; France: Éditions Amsterdam; 
Germany: Suhrkamp; Greece: Nissos; Italy: Meltemi; Japan: 
Ibunsha; Korea: Kyungsung University Press; Spain & Latin 
America: Paidós; Turkey: Metis

WITH SLAVOJ ŽIŽEK AND ERNESTO LACLAU

CONTINGENCY, HEGEMONY, UNI-
VERSALITY
(Radical Thinkers Series 2011)

In a compelling and unusual experiment, three eminent 
theorists engage in a dialogue on central questions of 
contemporary philosophy and politics. Their essays, organized 
as separate contributions that respond to one another, range 
over the Hegelian legacy in contemporary critical theory, the 
strategies of the Left in a globalized economy, and the relative 
merits of post-structuralism and Lacanian psychoanalysis for 
a critical social theory.

China: Jiangsu People’s Publishing House; Croatia: Naklada 
Jesenski I Turk; Italy: Laterza; Japan: Seidosha; Korea: B-Books; 
Poland: Fundacja Krakowska Alternatywa; Spain & Latin 
America: Fondo de Cultura Economica; Turkey: Hil Yayin

MIKE DAVIS
BUDA’S WAGON
A Brief History of the Car Bomb (2008)

In this disturbing history, Mike Davis traces the car bomb’s 
worldwide use and development, in the process exposing the 
role of state intelligence agencies—particularly those of the 
United States, Israel, India, and Pakistan—in globalizing urban 
terrorist techniques. Davis argues that the incessant impact of 
car bombs is changing cities and urban lifestyle.

France: La Découverte; Germany: Assoziation A; India & 
South Asia: Seagull; Italy: Einaudi; Japan: Kawade Shobo Shin-
sha; Korea: Strategy & Culture Pub.; Poland: Hal!art; Slovenia: 
Maska; Spain & Latin America: Ediciones de Intervencion 
Cultural; Sweden: Leopard; Turkey: Agora Kitapligi

PLANET OF SLUMS (2007)

In this brilliant and ambitious book, Mike Davis explores the 
future of a radically unequal and explosively unstable urban 
world. From the sprawling barricadas of Lima to the garbage 
hills of Manila, urbanization has been disconnected from 
industrialization, even economic growth. Davis portrays a vast 
humanity warehoused in shantytowns and exiled from the 
formal world economy. He argues that the rise of this informal 
urban proletariat is a wholly original development unforeseen 
by either classical Marxism or neo-liberal theory.

Arabic: NCT Egypt; Brazil: Boitempo; China: Shanghai Sanhui 
Culture & Press; Croatia: V.B.Z.; France: La Découverte; 
Germany: Assoziation A; Greece: Ellenika Grammata; 
Indonesia: Lafadl; Italy: Feltrinelli; Japan: Akashi Shoten; 
Korea: Dolbegae; Poland: Fundacja Instytut Wydawniczy 
Ksiazka i Prasa; Slovenia: Založba *Cf; Spain & Latin America: 
Akal; Sweden: Arkiv; Turkey: Metis

CITY OF QUARTZ
Excavating the Future in Los Angeles 
(New edition 2006)

In City of Quartz, Davis reconstructs LA’s shadow history and 
dissects its ethereal economy. He tells us who has the power 
and how they hold on to it. He gives us a city of Dickensian 
extremes, Pynchonesque conspiracies, and a desperation 
straight out of Nathaniel West—a city in which we may 
glimpse our own future mirrored with terrifying clarity. 

Brazil: Boitempo; China: Shanghai People’s Publishing; 
France: La Découverte; Germany: Assoziation A; Italy: 
Manifesto Libri; Japan: Seidosha; Spain & Latin America: 
Lengua De Trapo; Sweden: Arkiv

LATE VICTORIAN HOLOCAUSTS
El Niño Famines and the Making of the Third 
World (2002)
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Examining a series of El Niño-induced droughts and the 
famines that they spawned around the globe in the last third 
of the 19th century, Mike Davis discloses the intimate, baleful 
relationship between imperial arrogance and natural incident 
that combined to produce some of the worst tragedies in 
human history.

Brazil: Record; France: La Découverte; Germany: Assoziation 
A; Italy: Feltrinelli; Japan: Hosei University Press; Korea: 
E-Who; Spain: PUV; Sweden: Leopard; Turkey: Yordam 
Kitap

MAGICAL URBANISM
Latinos Reinvent the US City (2001)

An absorbing journey into the Latino struggle to gain social 
power, by the acclaimed urban historian.

“Magical Urbanism is a lively, trenchant inquiry into a 
demographic phenomenon on great importance.” Times 
Literary Supplement

“This well-researched, well-written book is driven by 
powerful feelings of indignation at the hardships Latinos are 
suffering in the United States today.” Washington Post

Japan: Akashi Shoten; Spain & Latin America: Lengua de 
Trapo

PRISONERS OF THE AMERICAN 
DREAM
Politics and Economy in the History of the US 
Working Class (1999)

Mike Davis’s brilliant exegesis attempts to answer the question: 
why has the world’s most industrially advanced nation never 
spawned a mass party of the working class?

“Perceptive and rigorous.” David Montgomery, The Nation

“Brilliant, provocative, and exhaustively researched.” Scott 
Malcomson, Village Voice Literary Supplement

Germany: Rotbuch; Korea: Changjak Kwa Bipyong

TERRY EAGLETON
WITH MATTHEW BEAUMONT

THE TASK OF THE CRITIC
Terry Eagleton in Dialogue (2009)

A literary theorist, novelist and playwright, Terry Eagleton 
is also a committed socialist who operates unconstrained by 
the contemporary zeitgeist. This comprehensive volume of 
interviews covers both his life and the development of his 

thought and politics. Lively and insightful, they will appeal 
not only to those with an interest in Eagleton himself, but 
to all those interested in the evolution of radical politics, 
modernism, cultural theory, the history of ideas, sociology, 
semantic inquiry and the state of Marxist theory.

Brazil: Fundação Editora da UNESP; China: Peking University 
Press; Japan: Seidosha

WALTER BENJAMIN
Or Towards a Revolutionary Criticism 
(Radical Thinkers Series 2009) 

This is a study of the spirit of Benjamin himself, a many-
angled refl ection on the friend of Scholem and Brecht and on 
the revolutionary signifi cance of his writing today. The second 
part of the book collects six of Eagleton’s characteristically 
eloquent and elegant essays in ‘revolutionary criticism’.

Brazil: Omni Editora; China: Yilin Press; Greece: Ypsilon; 
Japan: Keiso Shobo; Korea: E&B Plus; Spain & Latin America: 
Catedra; Turkey: Agora

IDEOLOGY
An Introduction (New edition 2007)

This accessible introduction unravels the varied meanings of 
ideology, from the Enlightenment to postmodernism, and 
outlines the major strands of Marxist thought, as well as that 
of Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, Freud and the poststructuralists.

Brazil: Martins Editora; China: Commercial Press; Germany: 
Metzler; Greece: Ypsilon; India & South Asia: ABS; Israel: 
Resling; Italy: Fazi; Japan: Heibonsha; Macedonia: Templum; 
Romania: Editura ART; Spain & Latin America: Paidós; 
Turkey: Ayrinti

THE FUNCTION OF CRITICISM
From the Spectator to Post-Structuralism 
(Radical Thinkers Series 2005)

A compact and mordant history and critique of the ‘critical 
institution’ itself, from Addison and Steele to Barthes and 
Derrida. Eagleton, the brilliant polemicist, raises crucial 
questions about the relations between language, literature and 
politics.

Brazil: Martins Editora; India & South Asia: Seagull; 
Indonesia: Kanisius; Japan: Kinokuniya; Spain & Latin 
America: Paidós; Turkey: Bilim ve Sanat
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PAUL FEYERABEND
AGAINST METHOD 
(New edition 2010)

Paul Feyerabend’s acclaimed work, which sparked controversy 
and continues to fuel fi erce debate, shows the defi ciencies 
of many widespread ideas about the nature of knowledge. 
He argues that the only feasible explanation of any scientifi c 
success is a historical account, and that anarchism must now 
replace rationalism in the theory of knowledge. This updated 
edition of this classic text contains a new foreword by Ian 
Hacking, a leading contemporary philosopher of science.

Brazil: Fundacao Editora Da UNESP; Bulgaria: Naonka I 
Izkuistvo; China: China Times; Croatia: DAF; Czech Republic: 
Aurora; France: Éditions du Seuil; Germany: Suhrkamp; 
Greece: Sychrona Themata; Hungary: Atlantisz; Italy: 
Feltrinelli; Japan: Shinyosha; Korea: Meeto; Netherlands: 
Lemniscaat; Portugal: Relogio d’Agua; Romania: Nemira; 
Russia: AST; Serbia: Veselin Maslesa; Slovenia: Humanitas; 
Spain: Tecnos; Sweden: Arkiv; Turkey: Ayrinti

NORMAN G. FINKELSTEIN
THE HOLOCAUST INDUSTRY
Refl ections on the Exploitation of Jewish Suffering 
(New edition 2003)

Thoroughly researched, this is a disturbing and powerful 
argument indicting with rigor and honesty those who exploit 
the tragedy of the Holocaust for their own personal political 
and fi nancial gain. It concludes that the Holocaust Industry 
has become an outright extortion racket. 

Arabic: Dar Al-Adab; Brazil: Editora Record; Croatia: Zlatko 
Hasanbegovic; Denmark: Host & Son; Estonia: Mati Nigul; 
France: La Fabrique; Germany: Piper; Greece: Ekdoseis 
to Eikostou Protou; Israel: Resling; Italy: Rizzoli; Japan: 
Sankosha; Korea: Hankyoreh-Shinmun Co.; Lithuania: D.K.I; 
Netherlands: Mets en Schilt; Norway: Spartacus Forlag; 
Poland: Ofi cyna Wydawnicza Volumen; Portugal: Antigona; 
Romania: Antet; Spain & Latin America: Siglo XXI; Sweden: 
Ordfront; Turkey: Ilkbahar

IMAGE AND REALITY OF THE 
ISRAEL-PALESTINE CONFLICT 
(New edition 2003)

First published in 1995, this polemical study systematically 
undermines the popular and scholarly representations of the 
Israel–Palestine confl ict. Finkelstein opens with a theoretical 

discussion of Zionism, its roots in Romantic nationalism and 
its bankruptcy in liberal democracy. He goes on to critically 
engage the infl uential studies of Joan Peters, Benny Morris and 
Anita Shapira.

Arabic: Egyptian Supreme Council of Culture; Brazil: Record; 
France: Aden; Germany: Hugendubel; Greece: Ekdoseis tou 
Eikostou Protou; Japan: Shouwado; Korea: Dolbegae; Spain 
& Latin America: Akal

CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS
THE TRIAL OF HENRY KISSINGER 
(2002)

Christopher Hitchens demonstrates that the West need 
not look abroad for suitable candidates for the dock at the 
International Court of Justice. For a record of war crimes that 
compares with the worst in human history, please stand, ex-
Secretary of State and National Security Advisor, Henry A. 
Kissinger.

Arabic: Cadmus; Australia: Text Publishing Company; 
Bangladesh: Sandesh; Brazil: Boitempo; France: Maison-
Neuve et Larose; Germany: Deutsche Verladsanstalt; Italy: 
Fazi; Japan: Shueisha; Korea: Ahchimyisul; Netherlands: 
Arbeiderspers; Portugal: Terramar; Serbia: Filip Visnjic; 
Spain: Anagrama; Sweden: Vertigo; Turkey: Everest

THE MISSIONARY POSITION
Mother Theresa in Theory and Practice (1997)

“Challenges the mawkish cult of our only living saint and 
reminds us that the correct answer to the question put by 
outraged believers—‘is nothing sacred?’—is a resounding 
no.” Financial Times

Albania: Max; France: Dagorno; Greece: Stachi; India & South 
Asia: Harper Collins; Italy: Minimum Fax; Korea: Momento; 
Netherlands: EPO; Poland: Towarzystwo Humanistyczne; 
Spain & Latin America: Planeta

ERNESTO LACLAU
ON POPULIST REASON (2007)

In this highly original work Ernesto Laclau continues the 
philosophical and political exploration initiated in Hegemony 
and Socialist Strategy, focusing on the construction of popular 
identities and how ‘the people’ emerges as a collective actor. 
This book is essential reading for all those interested in the 
question of political identities in present-day societies.

China: Jiangsu; France: Éditions du Seuil; Italy: Laterza; 



39

 BACKLIST HIGHLIGHTS

Japan: Akashi Shoten; Korea: Humanitas; Poland: University 
of Lower Silesia; Slovenia: Založba Sophia; Turkey: Epos

WITH CHANTAL MOUFFE

HEGEMONY AND SOCIALIST 
STRATEGY
Towards a Radical Democratic Politics 
(New edition 2001)

This key text of the new ‘post-Marxism’ criticizes the persistent 
essentialism of the Marxist tradition from Plekhanov via Lenin 
and Gramsci to Althusser, and proposes a radical renovation 
of theory and practice.

Argentina: Fondo de Cultura Economica; China: Hei Longjiong 
Press; France: Les Solitaires Intempestifs; Germany: Passagen; 
Israel: Reisling; Italy: Il Nuovo Melangolo; Japan: Ohmura 
Shoten; Korea: Humanitas; Poland: University of lower Silesia 
Press; Serbia: Stvarnost; Spain: Siglo XXI; Sweden: Vertigo; 
Taiwan: Yuan-Liou, Turkey: Birikim Yayinlari

LEWIS H. LAPHAM
THE AGONY OF MAMMON
The Imperial Global Economy Explains itself to 
the Membership in Davos, Switzerland (1998)

The international plutocracy assembled for the World 
Economic Forum in the shadow of an Alpes made famous 
by Thomas Mann’s The Magic Mountain presented Lapham 
with a broader canvas on which to exercise his considerable 
talent for keen observation and sardonic wit. After fi ve days 
in Davos he understands that the masters of markets know as 
little about the likely movements of the global economy as the 
waiters supplying them with plum brandy and cheese fondue.

France: Maison-Neuve et Larose; Germany: Europäische 
Verlagsanstalt; Spain & Latin America: Gedisa

CHANTAL MOUFFE
THE DEMOCRATIC PARADOX 
(Radical Thinkers Series 2009)

Taking issue with John Rawls and Jürgen Habermas on one 
side, and the political tenets of Blair, Clinton and Schröder 
on the other, Mouffe brings to the fore the paradoxical 
nature of modern liberal democracy in which the category 
of the ‘adversary’ plays a central role. She draws on the work 
of Wittgenstein, Derrida, and the provocative theses of Carl 
Schmitt, to propose a new understanding of democracy that 

acknowledges the inescapable antagonisms in its workings.

China: Hei Longjiang Press; Germany: Verlag Turia & Kant; 
Japan: Ibunsha; Korea: Inkan Sarang; Poland: Dolnoslaska 
Szkola Wyzsza; Spain & Latin America: Gedisa; Taiwan: 
Chuliu; Turkey: Epos

THE RETURN OF THE POLITICAL 
(Radical Thinkers Series 2005)

Developing the program she advanced with Ernesto Laclau 
in Hegemony and Socialist Strategy, Mouffe shows that 
such central categories of political theory as citizenship, 
community and pluralism all need to be reformulated from 
an anti-essentialist perspective in order to close the widening 
gap between democratic theory and the turbulent events of a 
disordered world.

China: Jiangsu; Germany: Dipa; Japan: Nihon Keizai; Korea: 
Humanitas; Portugal: Gradiva; Spain: Paidós; Taiwan: Chuliu; 
Turkey: Epos

GÖRAN THERBORN
WHAT DOES THE RULING CLASS DO 
WHEN IT RULES? 
(Radical Thinkers Series 2008)

The radical sociologist analyzes the intricate practices of the 
elite and how they maintain their dominance.

“A fundamental contribution both to the political sociology 
of tate institutions in general and to the Marxist theory of the 
state … rich in theoretical insight and historical illustration.” 
Erik Olin Wright

Brazil: Paz e Terra; Italy: Editori Riuniti; Spain: Siglo XXI; 
Sweden: Raben & Sjorgen 

THE IDEOLOGY OF POWER AND 
THE POWER OF IDEOLOGY (1999)

Göran Therborn’s study is an original and decisive contribution 
to the contemporary debate on the central Marxist concept of 
ideology. Beginning with some critical refl ections on Louis 
Althusser’s writings of the late sixties, theory of the formation 
of human subjects; considers the problem of ideological 
change and the ideological construction of classes; and turns 
fi nally to questions of state power and political struggle.

Brazil: Brasiliense; Netherlands: SUA; Slovenia: Cankarejva 
Založba; Spain: Siglo XXI; Taiwan: Yuan-Liou; Turkey: 
Dipnot
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RAYMOND WILLIAMS
THE POLITICS OF MODERNISM 
Against the New Conformists 
(Radical Thinkers Series 2007)

An impassioned exploration of the ambivalent relationship 
between revolutionary politics and modernist avant-garde art. 
Williams clarifi es many of the issues that have dogged recent 
critical discussion: the term ‘modernism’ itself; the distinction 
between modernism and the avant-garde; and the possibility 
of a cultural theory ‘beyond the modern’.

China: Commercial Press; Japan: Kyushu University Press; 
Korea: Hyndai-Meekak; Spain: Manantial

CULTURE AND MATERIALISM 
(Radical Thinkers Series 2005)

A comprehensive introduction to the work of one of the 
outstanding intellectuals of the twentieth century. Raymond 
Williams is a towering presence in cultural studies, most 
importantly as the founder of the approach that has come 
to be known as “cultural materialism.” This volume collects 
together his most signifi cant work from over a twenty-year 
period in which he wrestled with the concepts of materialism 
and culture and their interrelationship. 

China: Henan University Press; Italy: Tullio; Japan: Serika 
Shobo; Spain & Latin America: La Marca Editora             

ELLEN MEIKSINS WOOD
CITIZENS TO LORDS
A Social History of Western Political Thought 
from Antiquity to the Middle Ages (2008)

In this groundbreaking work, Ellen Meiksins Wood lays out 
her innovative approach to the history of political theory and 
traces the development of the Western tradition from classical 
antiquity through the late Middle Ages. Citizens to Lords offers 
a rich, dynamic exploration of the thinkers and ideas that have 
indelibly stamped our modern world.

France: Lux; Spain & Latin America: Paidós; Turkey: Yordam 
Kitap

EMPIRE OF CAPITAL (2005)

This book brings into sharp relief the nature of today’s new 
capitalist empire, in which the political reach of imperial 
power cannot match its economic hegemony. The global 
economy is administered, not by a global state, but by a system 

of multiple local states, policed by the most disproportionately 
powerful military force the world has ever known and enforced 
according to a new military doctrine of war without end in 
purpose or time.

Brazil: Boitempo; China: Shanghai Trans. Co.; Finland: 
Vastapaino; France: Lux; Greece: Kapsimi; Italy: Meltemi; 
Japan: Kinokuniya; Korea: Sang Hyoung Mun Ja; Spain: 
Ediciones de Intervencion Cultural; Turkey: Epos

THE ORIGIN OF CAPITALISM 
(New edition 2002)

In this revised and updated edition, Ellen Meiksins Wood 
challenges most existing accounts of capitalism’s origins, 
arguing that they make its emergence seem natural and 
inevitable rather than recognizing its distinctive attributes as 
a social system. 

China: China Renmin University Press; Czech Republic: 
Nakladatelství Svoboda; France: Lux; Korea: Kyungsung 
University Press; Turkey: Epos

THE RETREAT FROM CLASS
A New ‘True’ Socialism (New edition 1999)

In this classic study, which won the Isaac Deutscher Memorial 
Prize, Ellen Wood provides a survey of infl uential trends in 
contemporary Marxist theory. Identifying a common trend 
to dissociate political analysis from class interest, she pursues 
her own conception of the complex but undeniable relations 
between class, politics and ideology. 

China: Jiangsu People’s Publishing House; Korea: Changjak 
Kwa Bipyang; Turkey: Yordam Kitap
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